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something important to say about it, when I shall
have related all that I observed along this river.*

While passing near the rather high rocks that line
the river, I noticed a simple which seemed to me
very Extraordinary. The root is like small turnips
fastened together by little filaments, which taste like
carrots. From this root springs a leaf as wide As
one’s hand, and half a finger thick, with spots.
From the middle of this leaf spring other leaves,
resembling the sconces used for candles in our halls;
and each leaf bears Five or six yellow flowers shaped
like little Bells.

We found quantities of mulberries, as large as
Those of france; and a small fruit which we at first
took for olives, but which tasted like oranges; and
another fruit as large As a hen's egg. We cut it in
halves, and two divisions appeared, in each of which
8 to 10 fruits were encased; these are shaped like
almonds, and are very good when ripe. Never-
theless, The tree that bears them has a very bad odor,
and its leaves resemble Those of the walnut-tree.
In These prairies there is also a fruit similar to
Hazelnuts, but more delicate; The leaves are very
large, and grow from a stalk at the end of which is
a head similar to That of a sunflower, in which all
its Nuts are regularly arranged. These are very
good, both Cooked and Raw.®

While Skirting some rocks, which by Their height
and Length inspired awe, We saw upon one of them
two painted monsters which at first made Us afraid,
and upon Which the boldest savages dare not Long
rest their eyes. They are as large As a calf; they
have Horns on their heads Like those of deer, a
horrible look, red eyes, a beard Like a tiger’s, a face



